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M&GSQ State Conference

DATE CLAIMER: to be held in July or August 2011 (dates TBC)

FEEDBACK ON 2011 CONFERENCE THEMES AND TOPICS

PLEASE RETURN BY Wednesday 4 August 2010

Museum and Gallery Services Queensland (M&GSQ) invites input into the development of themes and topics for the 2011 State Conference. The State Conference provides a major professional development opportunity for gallery and museum paid and volunteer staff throughout Queensland.  A full program of masterclasses, skill sessions and keynote speakers over two and a half days will explore topical issues in museum and gallery practice.  The Conference also provides an ideal time to network with colleagues from around the state.

The 2011 event will take place four years on from the last state conference on the Gold Coast in 2007 and eight years on from the first combined MAQ/RGAQ conference in Mooloolaba.

As a result of initial consultation M&GSQ has developed a number of preliminary themes, sub-themes and topics for the 2011 State Conference. 

The themes and topics already identified provide an opportunity to update knowledge in areas of ongoing interest to museums and galleries. They also canvass issues that have emerged during the four years since the 2007 State Conference. 

YOUR FEEDBACK AND SUGGESTIONS ABOUT THESE PRELIMINARY THEMES AND TOPICS VIA THE QUESTIONNAIRE ATTACHED WILL HELP TO SHAPE THE CONFERENCE PROGRAM.

	YOUR DETAILS (OPTIONAL)

	Name


	
	Organisation
	

	Phone


	
	Email
	


Please return this form by mail, email or fax by 4 August 2010 to:

Aimee Board, Training & Professional Development Coordinator

Museum & Gallery Services Queensland 

Mail: Lv. 3, 381 Brunswick St, Fortitude Valley QLD 4006





E-mail: aimee.board@magsq.com.au Fax: 07 3215 0821

For an electronic version of this questionnaire go to www.magsq.com.au and follow the link from the home page.
Thank YOU for your input  

	THEME 1:

Working local . . . This theme looks at a number of key topics that are integral to working effectively locally and regionally.




THEME 1 includes four sub-themes, and a number of related topics. 

Please indicate your interest by ticking the appropriate box.

	1.1 Common agendas: working with local government. Museums, galleries and local governments working together.



	Suggested topics
	I’m interested

	The post amalgamation environment.
	 yes   no

	Growing/preserving cultural infrastructure, including issues such as local government agendas, climate change, sustainability.
	 yes   no

	1.2 Partner up . . . identifying, developing and sustaining partnerships. 
Knowing who to work with – and when – isn’t always a straightforward choice. This theme looks at approaches to finding the right partners; success stories and lessons learned.



	Suggested topics
	I’m interested

	Best practice exchanges: identifying partners, negotiating expectations, initiating exchanges.
	 yes   no

	Collaboration with unlike partners.
	 yes   no

	Multi-disciplinary practice.
	 yes   no

	1.3 Beyond these walls: public art, festivals, community events, travelling exhibitions. Opportunities to work outside the museum or gallery are many and varied. This  sub-theme looks at new takes on tried and true models as well as new approaches.



	Suggested topics
	I’m interested

	Mobile museum – outreach opportunities.
	 yes   no

	Roles of public art, public programs, community festivals, community engagement, and ‘artertainment’
	 yes   no

	1.4 Making the case: what makes a good advocate? Making the best possible case for support is critical. Is it as easy as knowing who to talk to and what to say? This sub-theme will look at some key strategies.



	Suggested topics
	I’m interested

	Understanding multiple agendas.
	 yes   no

	Publicity and promotion – making it count.
	 yes   no


	THEME 2:

Designed to succeed. Appropriate design for a building or for a project is a key to success. This theme looks at how a good understanding of people, place, and purpose can make a difference.




THEME 2 includes four sub-themes and a number of related topics.

Please indicate your interest by ticking the appropriate box.

	2.1 Exhibition development and display. This sub-theme explores some current exhibition development and design challenges for museums and galleries.


	Suggested topics
	I’m interested

	Community based exhibitions vs collection based exhibitions.
	 yes   no

	Curating and developing exhibitions for children and young people.
	 yes   no

	Interactive elements in museums and galleries.
	 yes   no

	2.2 Build it . . . The right brief for the right project – sounds simple – but is it? This sub-theme will look at some of the issues at play.


	Suggested topics
	I’m interested

	Architecture and museum/gallery design – new concepts; where does the architect fit?  Successes and mistakes.
	 yes   no

	The New Museum – where are we heading and what can we learn?
	 yes   no

	Learning spaces – how do spaces affect learning?
	 yes   no

	2.3 Audience rules . . ? Understanding and working with audiences is a constant and critical activity that helps shape museums and galleries.


	Suggested topics
	I’m interested

	Audience created/driven content – how can audiences contribute?
	 yes   no

	Benefits of working with audiences.
	 yes   no

	Engaging new audiences: non-traditional gallery and museum visitors such as refugees; marginalised groups; young people (eg young males) 
	 yes   no

	2.4 Managing your carbon footprint



	Suggested topic
	I’m interested

	Climate change and carbon reduction – strategies for the sector (for example, in relation to lighting, publishing practices and other aspects of a ‘green museum’.)
	 yes   no



	THEME 3: 

Inconvenient stories. This theme explores the challenges and rewards of broaching difficult or contested topics.



	Topics
	I’m interested

	Galleries and museums as agents of social change.
	 yes   no

	Difficult/contested topics/histories – engaging communities.
	 yes   no

	Addressing social agendas (projects developed as part of health, wellbeing or access programs, for example).
	 yes   no


	THEME 4:

Not what they used to be: the changing nature of collections. Museums and galleries are facing new challenges for collections storage, care and display – and changing audience expectations.




THEME 4 currently includes one sub-theme and a number of topics.

Please indicate your interest by ticking the appropriate box.

	4.1 A digital future? Documenting and caring for collections; on-line access in and beyond the museum and gallery.



	Topics
	I’m interested

	Digitisation translated for smaller galleries/museums.
	 yes   no

	Digitisation of heritage collections.
	 yes   no

	Arts Queensland’s sector plan goal for incorporating/utilising digital technologies within exhibits.
	 yes   no


ADDITIONAL THEMES AND TOPICS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE ON THE PROGRAM

Please propose any additional themes, sub-themes or topics you would like to see included at the Conference, and/or possible presenters.
	Theme / sub-theme / topic
	Possible presenter

	
	


Thank YOU AGAIN for your input  
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